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Teaching Phonics, 
Word Study, and 
Vocabulary in the 

Intermediate Grades

Teaching Phonics, Teaching Phonics, 
Word Study, and Word Study, and 
Vocabulary in the Vocabulary in the 

Intermediate GradesIntermediate Grades

Purpose
• To review decoding demands presented by 
more advance texts

• To review two different individual 
assessments and the results from testing

• To consider strategies and procedures 
teachers can use with children who 
struggle with multisyllabic words.

Back in your classroom…
• Assess identified students.

• Select one instructional strategy to 
implement and a set of words to 
teach.

• Try needs based instruction with 
your struggling students.
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Back in the classroom…
• Select a whole class activities to 
expand vocabulary and to…

• Expand ways for students to figure 
out meanings.

Time to Act
An agenda for advancing adolescent literacy 

for college and career success

• Knowing words includes a deep 
understanding of how words 
interrelate and can be used in 
multiple ways and with multiple 
related meanings.    Page 76

Common Core Standards 

• Reading Standards Foundational 
Skills (K-5)

Page 17
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Typical literature:
• As you read…

• Think about your struggling readers.

• What words would cause them 
problems?

Goals:
1. To create competent, flexible readers

2. Phonics and word recognition strategies 
will never be 100%, but can drastically 
cut down the numbers of unknown words.

3. Teachers serving struggling intermediate 
readers need help supporting students to 
work through multisyllabic words. 

An Important 
Assumption

We are assuming that the students are 
proficient with single-syllable words.

If they are not, instruction should be 
focused on teaching those patterns 
that the children do not know.
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Syllable Types in English 
Spelling by Moats: Page 1

so  
be 
fly

A syllable that ends 
with a long vowel sound, 
spelled with a single 
vowel letter

3. Open

ate

ice 
ode

A syllable with a long 
vowel spelled with one 
vowel, and one 
consonant and a silent e

2. Vowel-

Consonant-e

cat  
pit 

up

A syllable with a short 
vowel letter ending in 
one or more consonants

1.Closed

Syllable Types in English 
Spelling  Page 2

fir, 
her, 
for

A syllable with er, ir, 
or, ur, ar

6.R-

controlled 

bottle 
uncle 
able

An unaccented final 
syllable containing a 
consonant before l 
followed by a silent e

5.           

Consonant-le

boat 
pound 
read

A syllable with a long 
or short vowel spelling 
that uses a vowel 
combination

4. Vowel 
team 
dipthong

Syllable Types in English 
Spelling Page 3

bottom

tariff 

gallop

Some syllables don’t 
fit!  Often they are 
unaccented final 
syllables.

Leftovers          
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Six Basic Syllable 
Spelling Patterns

• 1. Closed syllables pg. 172-174.

• 2. Open syllables pg. 175-176.

• 3. Final e (VCe) pg. 177-178.

• 4. Vowel Diagraphs pg. 179-180.

• 5. r-controlled vowels pg. 181-183.

• 6. -le, al, el pgs. 183-186.      Blevins

Application
• Take the words we have chosen from 
the literature and categorize them 
by syllable type.

• Hints:
• A particular syllable can be one type
• Check the vowel sounds first, it will help you
• All words with two vowels together or with the 
diphthongs ou/oy/ou/ow are vowel teams

Put one syllable in each 
box. Below syllable type?
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Why teach syllable type 
when children can’t identify 

syllables?

We can actually teach children  
strategies to identify syllables. We 
can also use strategies to help them 
to practice reading syllables.

Assessing
Students

• Listen to them read

• The Names Test

• Quick Phonics Screener (QPS)

The Names Test
• Administered individually

• Explain to the student that she/he is 
to pretend to be a teacher reading a 
list of names as if taking attendance.

• Count the number of names read 
correctly, and analyze those missed.
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Quick Phonics Screener 
(QPS)

1. Identifies strengths and needs in key 
phonics skills

2. Students read words and sentences

3. Grade 4 the recommended starting point 
is Task 3A.

4. Mark errors and make notes to help you 
remember how the student responded.

Analyze the results:

Nancy                                                          

Ted

Work PlanNeedsStrengthsName

A Little History
1. Isabel Beck (2006)

Making Sense of Phonics: The Hows and 
Whys.

Dick and Jane

Teaching adults

2. Wiley Belvins (2001) Teaching Phonics and 
Word Study in the Intermediate Grades

,  Making
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Moats
• Moats: A teacher’s knowledge of phonics 
has a strong effect on his/her ability to 
teach phonics.

• I would add and the ability to teach 
vocabulary words in any subject matter.  I 
would also add the understanding of 
prefixes, suffixes and root words.

Matthew Effect
• The children who learn early to 
decode continue to improve in their 
reading.

• Isabel Beck: Making Sense of Phonics

Syllasearch
by Isabel Beck

1. Tell the  students: Syllasearch will 
help them read long words 
(multisyllabic words) fast and easily.

2. Syllasearch has 3 parts
1. Meet the words

You read the words aloud and 
they read along with you.
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Syllasearch Part 2 and 3
2. Find the Syllables. Students will be 
asked to find syllables within words.

3. Collect the Words, syllables that 
have been identified in Find the 
Syllables will become the parts that 
students will used to make words.

More on Syllables
1. 1920’s to 1940’s comics like Tiger 

Tim and Dandy had long words 
broken into syllables.

Example:
The child-ren com-ics pic-ture ac-
count.                                                          



10

Reading Big Words

1. Post charts in your room page 189.

2. Model Lessons for Dividing Words 
pg. 190.

3. Syllabication Activities 1-6. 

Blevins

Charts

• Posters to help instruct and to 
remind students.

Reading Big Words
Chart

1. Look for the word parts (prefixes) at 
the beginning of the word.

2. Look for the word parts (suffixes) at the 
end of the word.

3. In the base word, look for the familiar 
spelling patterns. Think about the six 
syllable-spelling patterns you have 
learned.
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Reading Big Words
4. Sound out and blend together the 
word parts.

5. Say the word parts fast. Adjust 
your pronunciation as needed. Ask 
yourself: “Is it a real word?” “Does 
it make sense in the sentence?”

Prefix Chart
• Removing the prefix un from the word 
unhappy still leaves the word happy.

• That means it’s a prefix.

• But if you remove un from the word uncle, 
you are left with cle, which is not a word.

• This means that the un in uncle is not a 
prefix.

Phonograms or Word 
Families

• Teach students that words contain 
recognizable chunks, and teaching 
them to search for these word parts 
or patterns is an important step in 
developing reading fluency. Pg. 101
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Teaching Word 
Study/Structural Analysis
• 1. Compound Words pgs. 202-204.
• 2. Prefixes pgs. 205-213.
• 3. Suffixes pgs. 214-226.
• 4. Homophones pgs. 227-229.
• 5. Greek and Latin Roots pgs. 229-
236.

• 6. Other Word Lists pgs. 237-242.

Quick and Easy Phonics and 
Word Analysis Games

1. Word-building from list of prefixes, 
roots, and suffixes.

2. Word Webs

3. Syllable Bingo

4. Concentration

5. Password

Quick and Easy Phonics 
and Word Analysis Games
6. Word webs with Latin and Greek 
roots

7. Individual word card file

8. Florida Center for Reading Research

Fourth and Fifth Grade Student  

Center Activities at www.fcrr.org
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Game: Mystery Word
The mystery word has four letters.

It has both of these meanings:

-to make a dividing line in hair

- A piece of the whole

Root of the Day
Bringing Word Study to Intermediate 

Classrooms

1. Students from grade 3 or 4 and up
2. The root is places on the board at the 
beginning of the day.

3. Students can add words to the list.
4. Later in the day the students discuss 
their hypothesis about the root’s meaning 
based on the word listed.

5. Volunteers check meaning. Student record 
in their notebook.

Improve Spelling
• Have students write the word in 
syllables in boxes:

fantastic

fan  tas tic
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General rule of thumb…
1. 1st graders should easily read 1 

syllable words.

2. 2nd graders should easily handle 2 
syllable words.

3. 3rd graders 3 syllable words.

4. 4th grade 4 or more syllables.

How to help students 
with multisyllable words:
1. Directly teaching strategies to 

handle these .

2. Provide guided practice in reading 
multisyllable words.

3. Make words study fun and 
interesting.

Game
• Off the Wall 

by Lillian Randall teacher at 
Eastport Elementary School
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Your Plan …
1. Select a whole class activity that you 

would like to implement to expand 
vocabulary and expand strategies for 
students to figure out word meanings.

2. How would you assess and work with your 
students with problems with multisyllable
words?
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References
• Allen, Janet all of her books on words 
and vocabulary.

• For  general all around book on 
teaching reading: Kyleen Beers’ When 
Kids Can’t Read: What teachers can 
do.
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Literacy Links at Maine 
Reading First website

1. February 2008 Spotlight on Phonics and 
Word Work Grades 3-5.

2. September 2009 Spotlight on Vocabulary 
Instruction.

3. October 2009 Spotlight on Morphology

http:www.maine.gov/education/rf/homepage.
htm
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Handouts
• Bringing Word Study to Intermediate 
Classrooms The Reading Teacher Nov. 2004

• Quick Phonics Screener

• The Names Test

• “Bumping Into Spicy, Tasty Words that 
Catch Your Tongue” A Formative 
Experiment on Vocabulary Instruction. The 
Reading Teacher October 2007


